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CHEFS IN TRAINING

Daily Record Photo/Shaun Savarese

Clockwise from left Morgan Thompson, Clint Morgan, Chef D-Ven Atkinson, Taylor Thompson and Rilyn Kerley slowly mix the
ingredients of Wednesday’s breakfast; Dutch baby pancakes. The first Central Carolina Community College Youth Culinary Camp 

summer session — for kids in kindergarten through fourth grade — was held this week.

Pegues

Schools Honor 
Retiring 

Administrator
By TOM WOERNER
Of The Record Staff

There was somewhat of a re-
union of Harnett County Schools 
officials as staff members from 
the present and past gathered to 
honor an administrator who has 
served the local educational com-
munity for 30 years.

Former superintendents, along 
with other fellow employees who 
have worked with Assistant Su-
perintendent Dr. Nancy Holmes, 
gathered Wednesday for a retire-
ment reception.

Dr. Holmes, a graduate of Wake 
Forest University, has worked in 
the Harnett County Schools since 
1987. She served as an English 
teacher before moving to the cen-
tral office staff.

She served in a director’s posi-
tion before moving into adminis-
tration. She worked in several ar-
eas including gifted education, 
testing and accountability, men-
toring programs for novice teach-
ers and professional development.

 For many years she served as 
assistant superintendent in charge 

Courthouse 
Ceremony
Is Monday

The Harnett County Board of 
Commissioners will hold a note-
burning ceremony Monday to cel-
ebrate making the final payment 
on the Harnett County Court-
house. The ceremony will take 
place at 5:30 p.m. on the steps of 
the Harnett County Courthouse at 
301 W. Cornelius Harnett Blvd., 
Lillington. The public is invited to 
attend.

The Harnett County Court-
house opened in 2002 in the Har-
nett County Governmental Com-
plex, which also houses the Har-
nett County Tax Office, Register 
of Deeds, GIS, Health Depart-
ment, Social Services and the Har-
nett County Sheriff’s Office. In 
2009, the courthouse won a merit 
award in a design competition for 
the Eastern Section of the state 
chapter of the American Institute 
of Architects. In the decade and a 
half since the courthouse opened, 
it has become an iconic symbol of 
Harnett County.

Cooking Camps Allow Kids To Create
• First CCCC Culinary Youth 

Summer Camp finished, 
second starts Monday.
By SHAUN SAVARESE

Of The Record Staff

“The Magic School Bus” 
theme song hummed from a flat-
screen television affixed to the 
wall of the cooking camp class-
room in the CCCC Dunn Center 
at 660 E. Johnson St., Dunn.

More than a dozen children, 

ages 5 through 10 years old, sat 
high on metal benches, bellies up 
to the hardwood tables in prepa-
ration for Wednesday morning’s 
culinary youth summer camp to 
begin.

Some kids colored, others 
chatted and a few were watching 
Miss Frizzle and her Magic 
School Bus students get lost in 
space.

Chef D-Ven Atkinson acted as 
Houston to the astronauts and 
brought the summer campers 
back down to Earth.

The head chef announced the 
most recent winner of the cook-

ing camp coloring competition, 
Caroline Honeycutt. Clint Mor-
gan and Pristah Saint-Jean won 
the contest on Monday and Tues-
day.

Chef Atkinson, AKA Chef D, 
then announced what the camp-
ers would be cooking for break-
fast, Dutch babies. A Dutch baby 
pancake is a sweet breakfast 
popover, sometimes called a 
German pancake, a Bismark or a 
Dutch puff.

The chef told his students that 
waiting for them in the kitchen 
were metal bowls full of flour 
and sugar. Also awaiting the ea-

ger — and hungry — culinary 
campers were measurements of 
cinnamon, nutmeg and vanilla, a 
few eggs and a bit of milk. Chef 
Atkinson told campers they 
would combine the ingredients 
together, mixing slowly to avoid 
making a mess.

“We don’t want you to go 
home with eggs in your hair or 
flour on your faces,” he said.

He continued his instruction, 
carefully detailing the moment 
when he would approach each 
young team’s table in the kitchen 

Dunn Police 
Chief

Resigns
By MELODY BROWN-PEYTON

Of The Record Staff

After seven months on the job, 
Dunn Police Chief William Halli-
burton submitted his letter of res-
ignation to City Manager Steven 
Neuschafer Wednesday. 

In his resigna-
tion letter, the 
chief said he was 
leaving for per-
sonal and family 
reasons. He 
thanked Mr. 
Neuschafer for 
the opportunity. 

“I want to 
thank the city 
council and appreciate them giv-
ing me the opportunity to be the 
Dunn Police chief,” Chief Halli-
burton said.

Chief Halliburton was hired by 
former City Manager Ronnie Au-
try. Many officers with the police 
department said they were un-
happy with the way they learned 
that a new police chief had been 
hired, by reading it in The Daily 
Record. 

Chief Halliburton’s resignation 
has taken many by surprise, in-
cluding Mr. Neuschafer. 

“I’m surprised. I thought we 
were making some good prog-
ress,” he said.

Mr. Neuschafer said he did not 
think that he would have to hire a 
police chief so soon. 

“Chief Halliburton had a lot of 
ideas that he wanted to implement 
to this department and I’m sorry 
that he was not able to fulfill all of 
them,” Mr. Neuschafer said.

Mr. Neuschafer said he is hap-
py with the level of professional-
ism the chief brought to the de-
partment. 

Chief Halliburton’s last day has 
not been determined. 

Chief Halliburton came to 
Dunn Police with a wealth of expe-
rience. He served as chief of po-
lice in Albermarle for four years 
and has been in law enforcement 
for 24 years. He received his 
bachelor’s degree from Methodist 

Mayor
Investigation 

Costs Taxpayers 
$20,030
By RICK CURL

Of The Record Staff

The final cost of an investigation 
into the turmoil that has surround-
ed the Town of Angier’s municipal 
government has been released and 
the price to taxpayers could rise if 
one of the recommendations listed 
in the summary takes place.

According to Angier Town Man-
ager Coley Price, the town has so 
far spent $20,030 on the investiga-
tion — and ensuing report — from 
the Raleigh law firm Williams Mul-
len.

In the final report on the investi-
gation, Robert Higdon, who con-
ducted the inquiry, found no basis 
for seeking an amotion hearing to 
remove the mayor from his posi-
tion, but there were other recom-
mendations.

Among them was a suggestion 
to seek mediation between the 
board and mayor, which could in-
crease the amount of money spent 
on the situation from town coffers 
for as much as $1,000 per day.

The Daily Record has learned a 
mediator from the University of 
North Carolina School of Business 
has agreed to look into offering his 
services to the town.

Faculty member John Stephens, 
who serves as an associate profes-
sor of public administration and 
government, confirmed he has 
been contacted and will meet with 
members of the board and Mr. 
Price Monday.

“I have been contacted by the 
town manager,” Mr. Stephens said. 
“And I will be exploring the possi-
bility for my assistance as a media-
tor in a private meeting on Monday, 
June 19.” 

Mr. Stephens said his involve-
ment beyond Monday’s meeting is 
yet to be determined.

“Until that meeting is conclud-

See Holmes, Page 3

Halliburton

301 Endless 
Yard Sale 

Kicks Off Today
The warmer weather brings out 

many things and the 301 Endless 
Yard Sale in just one of them. 

Staring today through Saturday, 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., shoppers in 
search for bargains or unique items 
will have plenty of opportunities to 
find them. 

The Endless Yard Sale will run 
through Dunn for the fifth time. 

For many people, the Endless Yard 
Sale is the Super Bowl of yard sales. 

Pegues Found Not Guilty On Federal Charges
By TOM WOERNER
Of The Record Staff

A popular former employee of the 
Harnett County Clerk of Court’s of-
fice was found not guilty of multiple 
drug charges in federal court 
Wednesday.

United States attorney’s office 

spokesperson Don Connelly con-
firmed that Ronald Pegues of Fuquay-
Varina was acquitted of all charges. 
He was arrested in 2015 as part of an 
alleged drug ring based in Godwin. 

The ring members allegedly dis-
tributed thousands of dollars in crack 
that was distributed throughout ar-
eas in Harnett and Cumberland coun-

ties. 
A total of 19 people were arrested 

on drug charges and two people were 
charged with money laundering at 
the culmination of a four-year inves-
tigation that involved both local and 
federal employees.

See Angier, Page 3

See Cooking, Page 11

Daily Record File Photo

The 301 
Endless 

Yard Sale 
goes from 

Harnett 
County to 

Halifax 
County 

and is to-
day and 
Saturday 

from 7 
a.m. to 5 

p.m.

See Chief, Page 3

See Not Guilty, Page 3

See Endless Yard Sale, Page 11
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It’s pineapple time at Teddy 
Byrd Nationwide Insurance in 
Coats. Manager Shelia Byrd 

planted her first pineapple top 
— one she had bought in the 

grocery store — six years ago. 
She now has three. Typically, 
the plants produce every oth-

er year and this is the year. 
Mrs. Byrd said the pineapples 
are not as big as the ones in 
the stores, but they are good.

Submitted Photos

Unusual Harnett County Crop

of curriculum and instruction. 
She was recently moved to the 
position of assistant superinten-
dent of data and grants.

Several groups and individuals 
presented gifts to Dr. Holmes. 
That included the county Princi-
pals and Assistant Principals As-
sociation. Coats Elementary 
School Principal and president of 
the Harnett County Principals 
and Assistant Principals Associa-
tion President Sandy Howard 
presented Dr. Holmes a Pandora 
bracelet and a gift card to De-

wayne’s.
School Board member Vivian 

Bennett was the only representa-
tive of the board at the reception.

“This is difficult for me be-
cause Dr. Holmes is one of my 
favorite people,” Mrs. Bennett 
said. “No one can deny what she 
has done for the children of Har-
nett County.”

Dr. Holmes said she spent her 
career with one thing in mind.

“I always worked for the chil-
dren of Harnett County,” she 
said. “Everything we do in educa-
tion must come back to the chil-
dren. I think all the people I have 

worked with did that.”
Former Superintendent Tom 

Frye also spoke.
“Nancy has the greatest integ-

rity of anyone I know,” Mr. Frye 
said. 

He also noted her dependabili-
ty.

“When I wanted something 
done, and done well, I knew I 
could call Nancy,” Mr. Frye said. 
“One thing I will remember about 
Dr. Holmes is that no matter what 
position she held, she has always 
been a teacher.”

Dr. Holmes said she was awed 
by the number of people who 

came to her event.
“It was such an honor to see so 

many amazing, talented people,” 
she said. “Over the years, Har-
nett County Schools has experi-
enced so much dedication by so 
many and I was honored to be in 
their company.” 

Dr. Holmes will leave her posi-
tion June 30 to open her own 
consulting company which will 
work with school systems around 
the state.

“My feet are taking me into an 
exciting new venture as a small 
business owner,” Dr. Holmes 
said.  “My company, Analytics 
Ed, will allow me to continue my 
work in new and exciting places 
while still having time to prop up 
my feet and enjoy life.”

In addition to other speeches, 
Dr. Holmes’ niece, Lexi, also gave 
a special reading. She is a student 
at Benhaven Elementary School.

Continued From Page One

Holmes

with a hot baking pan for them to 
pour the mixture in.

Excited eyes opened early 
Wednesday morning when “Chef 
D” asked the baker’s dozen cook-
ing kids, who in each group had 
the most muscles.

No, the professional chef 
wasn’t looking for an arm wres-
tling opponent ... he needed to 
know which group member would 
derive the Dutch baby’s blueberry 
sauce special ingredient — fresh 
squeezed orange juice.

A few of the children looked 
down at their biceps, confident 
they had what it takes to extract 
the special citrus flavor flare 
from the halved Florida oranges 
awaiting them next door.

Rachel Swenson raised her 
hand to ask a question.

“How can we make blueberry 
sauce with just blueberries, sugar 
and water?” Rachel asked her 
teacher.

It was clear “Chef D” was hap-
py to answer, saying simple fruit 
sauces are infused by the berry’s 
juices.

“The blueberries pop ... the wa-
ter turns purple, then the water 
turns blue,” he said, adding that a 
simple strawberry sauce can be 
made in the same way.

Ten-year-old Erwin resident 
Chase Tart said he and his class-
mates were told not to eat break-

fast before cooking camp.
“We cook our own breakfast,” 

Chase said. “On Monday we made 
omelets and (Tuesday) we made 
chocolate chip pancakes.” 

Chase shared the take-home 
snack menu from earlier in the 
week, day one peanut butter pow-
er balls, then fresh and healthy 
8-ounce fruit cups on Tuesday af-
ternoon.

According to Chase, the cook-
ing campers made their own spa-
ghetti and meatballs for lunch. 

As camper Rilyn Kerley was 
dropped off to the CCCC Dunn 
Center at 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
her Great Aunt Paulette Kennison 
raved over the mini-chef’s pep-
peroni pizza bomb-bombs. “I hope 
(Chef Atkinson) gives us his reci-
pes,” she said.

The chef was obviously excited 
about Wednesday’s lunch menu, 
shrimp macaroni and cheese.

“Who here likes shrimp?” he 
asked. “I love shrimp. Especially 
when it’s sautéed with butter and 
garlic.” 

A few students raised their 
hands, some said they had never 
tasted shrimp and 8-year-old Ava 
Mink of Godwin said she has an 
allergy to shellfish.

Chef D was already aware of 
the allergy, but made note of it.

The chef and his team — culi-
nary masters student Kathryn 
Horrell, his mother, Yvette Ses-
sions, and his grandmother, Jose-

phine Atkinson — stood proudly 
before their class as Chef D an-
nounced afternoon snacks.

“Today we are going to be mak-
ing chocolate chip brownies and 
tomorrow we will make two types 
of cookies,” Chef D said. “Maybe 
there will be some ice cream. If 
everybody listens well and there 
are no spills today, we might make 
ice cream tomorrow.” The stu-
dents wiggled and giggled in their 
aprons with excitement as they 
colored feverishly on their very 
own custom paper chef’s hats.

In her handmade “cooking 
camp rocks” hat, Taylor Thom-
spon lined up next to Rilyn to 
wash her hands. “Everybody 
wash your hands really well,” 
Chef D’s voice boomed on his way 
into the kitchen, “Get some soap 
between all of your fingers.”

Caroline, Rilyn, Chase, Ava, Ra-
chel, Taylor and Pristah joined 
their peers, Kiley Reyes, Cyrus 
Creed, Savannah Coats, Morgan 
Thompson, Riley Pope, Jeremiah 
Myers and Clint Morgan all filed 
into the CCCC Dunn Center’s com-
mercial kitchen.

Mrs. Atkinson stood near the 
team of Taylor, Clint, Rilyn and 
Morgan as they slowly mixed 
their dry ingredients. Ms. Horrell 
positioned herself near the stove 
while Jeremiah stirred up his 
blueberry sauce, and Mrs. Ses-
sions did all the dishes.

After Chef D and his team 

cleaned each station and prepped 
lunch, they presented the finished 
Dutch babies to the class, invok-
ing an overwhelming “wow!” 

About Culinary 
Youth Summer Camps

Central Carolina Community 
College is offering several sum-
mer cooking camps for youth at 
the CCCC Dunn Center.

• The Kids Cooking Camp was 
for students in kindergarten 
through fourth grades and was 
offered this week from 8:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m.

• Culinary Teen Cooking for 
ages 10-15 will be offered next 
week from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
It’s a class for students who share 
a passion for cooking and possibly 
a career in culinary arts. Students 
will prepare various items includ-
ing entrees, appetizers and des-
serts. Lunch is included in this 
camp. Students must wear closed 
toed-shoes, apron or smock. Reg-
istration is available online until 
Monday, and those interested in 
participating can bring $100 cash 
or check to the CCCC Dunn Cen-
ter Monday morning, before 8:30 
a.m.

To register online, visit the 
website www.cccc.edu/ecd/find-
classes/ and go to the Youth Sum-
mer Camps page.

For more information on Cen-
tral Carolina Community College, 
visit the website www.cccc.edu.

Daily Record Photo/Tom Woerner

A large group of current and former Harnett County Schools employees gathered Wednesday to honor Dr. Nancy Holmes who is retir-
ing at the end of June. Shown from left are former Superintendents Dan Honeycutt, Tom Frye, Phil Ferrell, Harnett County Principals 
and Assistant Principals Association President Sandy Howard, School Board member Vivian Bennett, Dr. Holmes, Assistant Superin-

tendent Vera Jones, current interim Superintendent Aaron Fleming and former schools Finance Director Bob Troutman.

ed, it’s unsure whether I will be 
involved in mediation as recom-
mended in the report the town re-
ceived,” Mr. Stephens said. 

He described the nature of the 
upcoming meeting as a way for 
him to “scope out the situation” 
and characterized it as an explor-
atory meeting to decide what the 
town should do next.

Mr. Price also confirmed the 
meeting and said if mediation ser-
vices are used, a memorandum of 
understanding outlining the ser-
vices would be given to the board 
as a whole for consideration.

“We’re meeting Monday to get it 
all straight,” Mr. Price said.

Mr. Stephens also confirmed if 
he is not officially brought in by 
town officials, there will be no 
charge for the meeting. If a deci-
sion is reached to involve Mr. Ste-
phens to take a seat at the media-
tion table following Monday’s 
meeting, it would be factored into 

any billing that occurs.
Mr. Stephens described the me-

diation process in general terms 
and chose not to speak of specifics 
until after the initial meeting.

He said generally his role would 
be to sit down with all parties in-
volved in an attempt to find the 
proper steps and topics to be help-
ful in resolving all of the issues 
addressed in the final report.

The investigation centered 
around the actions of embattled 
mayor Lew Weatherspoon and the 
issues that arose following a voting 
debacle over a seat on the town’s 
planning board.

Allegations escalated to include 
charges of usurping Mr. Price’s 
authority and interfering in the 
day-to-day operation of the town. 
There were also allegations of the 
mayor interfering with personnel 
and other more sensitive issues.

The entire report, which is re-
dacted due to personnel confiden-
tiality laws, is available on The 
Daily Record website.

Continued From Page One
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Flames show from the eaves of this home in Coats Tuesday. Dam-
age inside was severe, according to fire officials.

A half-dozen agencies respond-
ed to a house fire at 8:32 p.m. Tues-
day.

Coats-Grove Fire & Rescue, 
Buies Creek Fire Department, Er-
win Fire & Rescue, Harnett Coun-
ty Fire Marshal and EMS and the 
Red Cross were all on the scene at 
36 E. Erwin St., Coats, for two 
hours.

Coats-Grove Fire & Rescue 
Chief Jay Smith said there was se-
vere damage to the interior of the 

home from the smoke and the heat.
The fire and its cause remain 

under investigation by the Harnett 
County Fire Marshal’s Office. The 
Red Cross was notified to assist 
the home’s sole occupant.

Coats Grove Fire & Rescue was 
dispatched at 8:32 and arrived on 
scene at 8:35 p.m. The fire depart-
ment left the scene of the house 
fire two hours later at 10:32 p.m.

— Shaun Savarese

Fire Displaces Coats Resident

Continued From Page One

Angier

University and master in police 
administration from UNC-Char-
lotte. His annual salary as police 
chief in Dunn was $82,000.

Chief Halliburton replaced 
Chief Jimmy Pope who said he 
was told to retire or be fired. He 
retired. Mr. Pope currently works 
at the Harnett County Courthouse 
for the sheriff’s office. 

The last time Dunn Police was 
without a police chief, Capt. John-
ny Royal and Capt. Larry Jenkins 
ran the department. It remained 
without a chief for five months 

before Chief Halliburton was 
named. Mr. Neuschafer is still 
determining who will be interim 
this time.

Mr. Neuschafer said the posi-
tion for a new chief will be adver-
tised. Mr. Neuschafer said he is 
committed to bringing in the best 
person to lead this department. 

Portions of the letter of resig-
nation:

Mr. Neuschafer, 
I am sorry to inform you that I 

am submitting my resignation 
from the City of Dunn. I am doing 
this for personal and family rea-

sons. I want to thank you for the 
opportunity you have given me. 
You have been excellent to work 
for and  I wish you a great career 
as a new city manager. I also want 
to thank the city council and ap-
preciate them giving me the op-
portunity to be the Dunn Police 
chief. The Dunn Police Depart-
ment is an excellent organization 
and it had been an honor to work 
with the men and women of this 
department. I will work a notice if 
you require. 

Sincerely, 
William Halliburton

POWERBALL 
5-22-43-57-63
Powerball 24
Powerplay 2 

PICK 3
(Day) 4-8-6
(Night) 4-2-9

CASH 5: 4-5-21-29-36

WEDNESDAY

PICK 4: (Day) 6-8-0-0
(Night) 1-9-6-4

Continued From Page One
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In back, in no particular order, CCCC Youth Culinary campers, Caroline Honeycutt, Rilyn Kerley, Kiley Reyes, Ava Mink, Chase Tart, Cyrus 
Creed, Savannah Coats, Morgan Thompson, Riley Pope, Taylor Thompson, Pristah Saint-Jean, Jeremiah Myers, Clint Morgan and Rachel 

Swenson. Front row from left, culinary camp staff and volunteers, Yvette Sessions, Kathryn Horrell, D-Ven Atkinson and Josephine Atkinson.
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