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Downtown Dunn, Benson get new businesses. Page 6

50¢

Submitted Photos

Above, volunteers from multiple churches package food 
bags at First Presbyterian Church of Dunn in the third an-
nual Stop Hunger Now event. At right, Dava Anderson with 

Divine Street UMC  is weighing and heat-sealing already 
packaged meal bags. Each plastic bag contains ingredi-

ents to create six meals and are shipped to impoverished 
countries. The groups are going to do it again this Satur-

day, also at First Presbyterian’s fellowship hall.

Benson Man 
Charged 

In Tombstone 
Vandalism

By RICK CURL
Of The Record Staff

A Benson man turned himself 
in to police Tuesday morning in 
connection with a tombstone he 
allegedly vandalized last week.

Stephen Langdon, 23, was taken 
into custody by 
Benson Police 
Department Sgt. 
Danny Lucas on 
felony disturbing 
a grave marker.

The incident 
took place on 
March 24 inside 
the Roselawn 
Cemetery where 

the grave marker of Charles Lin-
wood Jernigan was overturned.

According to a Benson Police 
report, Mr. Langdon was upset at 
relatives of Mr. Jernigan and the 
act was a retaliation for events 
that had taken place earlier.

The report said Mr. Langdon 
had not only sent text messages to 
a family member of the deceased 
threatening to damage their vehi-
cle and using obscene language, 
he had also spent the night before 
the vandalism talking with the 
family member’s daughter before 
sleeping on the couch.

At around 1 a.m. he walked to 
the residence of the family mem-

Benson Board 
Continues Public 

Workshops
• Still shaping

economic strategy.
By RICK CURL

Of The Record Staff

The Benson Board of Commis-
sioners will continue to develop 
the town’s Strategic Economic De-
velopment Plan with the help of 
local residents and a partnership 
with North Carolina State Univer-
sity.

The third of six meetings de-
signed to gather input from the 
public on the issues related to the 
topic will take place tonight. It will 
be led by a combination of town 
officials and N.C. State personnel 
highly familiar with the plan de-
velopment process. The meetings 
are designed to not only seek input 
from the public, but to educate 
them on what goes into the plan 
and how it is ultimately devel-
oped.

“Benson continues to see won-
derful participation and support 
for the NCSU-led Economic De-
velopment Strategic Planning pro-
cess,” Town Manager Matt Zapp 
said. “The community’s ideas and 
input are absolutely critical for 
effective growth to occur in the 
south end of Johnston County.”

Town officials decided to con-
duct the meetings in a way to fully 

Langdon

By TOM WOERNER
Of The Record Staff

Students in Central Carolina 
Community College’s BBQ Es-
sentials class finished nearly 
two months of learning with a 
cook-off judged by local volun-
teers Tuesday night.

Students in the continuing ed-
ucation class led by Chef De-Ven 
Atkinson awed the panel of judg-
es with an assortment of meats 
and familiar barbecue side items 
and of course sauces to go along 
with them. Plates full of ribs, 
pulled pork, assorted beef and 
chicken dishes and many other 
items made their way down the 
table of judges. 

Each item was ranked on ei-
ther a scale of 1-10 or 1-20. 
Meats, side items, sauces, dry 
rubs and overall presentation of 
the items were judged. A familar 
face, on a team with his wife, 
took home the first-place prize. 
Team Burgin, made up of former 
Harnett County Board of Com-

Daily Record Photo/Tom Woerner

Jim and Ann Burgin of Angier, shown here, were students in a BBQ Essentials class at Central 
Carolina Community College and won a cook-off that ended the class. They are shown here pre-

paring marinated slaw that was part of their presentation.

BBQ Essentials Finishes With Cook-Off

Train Hits 
Jeep Stuck 
On Tracks

• Driver tries to cross 
at a non-crossing.

By SHAUN SAVARESE
Of The Record Staff

A 134-car, southbound CSX 
train, headed from Rocky Mount to 
Hamlet, struck an unoccupied 1998 
Jeep Cherokee at 12:55 a.m. out-
side Dunn Tuesday. 

According to N.C. Highway Pa-
trol Sgt. John Bobbit, the Jeep’s 
driver and passengers attempted 
to cross the railroad tracks at a 
non-crossing near Arrowhead 
Road. 

“Basically jumping the track,” 
Sgt. Bobbit said.

The vehicle got stuck in be-
tween the tracks, the driver, Mi-
chael Matthews, 24, of Dunn, and 
passengers left the SUV. Moments 
later the four-engine train struck 
the automobile, pushing it nearly a 
mile south and out of sight from 
the Dunn crossing at Arrowhead 
Road.

Trooper Lucius McCraven re-
sponded and was assisted by CSX 
crew members in his investigation.

Mr. Matthews was at the scene 
and was later joined by passenger 
Joshua Andrews.

According to the Highway Pa-
trol, a mechanical issue with the 
fuel sensor contributed to the ve-
hicle immobility.

Mr. Matthews was reportedly 
working on fixing the Jeep and at-
tempted to cross the tracks to en-
ter into a field and test drive it. Al-
cohol was involved. 

The vehicle was registered and 

See Train, Page 3

Sheriff: I 
Need Help
Enforcing

Littering Laws
By SHAUN SAVARESE

Of The Record Staff

Harnett County Sheriff Wayne 
Coats told county commissioners 
he needs more help enforcing lit-
tering laws.

The sheriff’s office requested 
an additional en-
vironmental offi-
cer position, but 
the request was 
tabled for the 
time being, due to 
funding concerns.

“This was 
brought to our at-
tention just re-
cently, so we don’t 

have a solution for funding at this 
time for that position,” County 
Manager Joseph Jeffries said.

Sheriff Coats said his phone has 
rung often with complaints about 
littering, particularly on Wise and 
Strickland roads, both outside 
Dunn. (The dump on Wise Road 
was featured in The Daily Record 
Feb. 3.)

“I don’t know who put a dump-
ster out there, on Wise Road ... be-
cause it was terrible,” he said. “I 
went further down and now some-
body is just dropping tires off, all 
up and down Wise Road, in the 
ditch.”

The sheriff’s office has one en-
vironmental officer now and has 
requested another. 

“We’re not as big, but even, I 
think, Sampson County has two or 
three environmental officers,” he 
said. “Cumberland County has 10.”

See Sheriff, Page 3

Coats

Churches Team 
To Stop Hunger Now
Divine Street United 

Methodist Church will join 
with Dunn’s First Presbyte-
rian and Glad Tidings 
churches to sponsor a Stop 
Hunger Now meal packag-
ing event on Saturday at the 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Dunn. Also helping sponsor 
the event are Leslie United 
Methodist Church, Ebenezer 
Presbyterian Church, Grove 
Presbyterian Church, Bluff 
Presbyterian Church and 
Boy Scout Troop 711.

The Stop Hunger Now or-

ganization was founded in 
Raleigh by United Methodist 
Minister Ray Buchanan to 
end hunger in our lifetime 
by providing food and life-
changing aid to the world’s 
most vulnerable populations.  
Since that time, the program 
has distributed 300 million 
meals with the goal of end-
ing world-wide hunger by 
the year 2030.  In addition, 
the program focuses on edu-
cation, crop cultivation and 

See Benson, Page 3See Cook-Off, Page 3See Tombstone, Page 3

See Stop Hunger Now, Page 3
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By RICK CURL
Of The Record Staff

The presence of a suspicious 
vehicle in a store parking lot 
yielded a felony arrest by Samp-
son County Sheriff’s deputies 
early Tuesday morning.

Around 4:30 a.m. a deputy was 
patrolling the area near the Dol-
lar General Store on Plain View 
Highway near Dunn.

The driver of the vehicle, Jo-
seph Butler Bradley Jr., 30, of Mt. 
Olive, was later arrested on 
charges of possession of a fire-
arm by a felon, carrying a con-
cealed gun and possession a 
weapon of mass destruction.

Conflicting Stories
“During patrol he observed a 

suspicious vehicle in the parking 
lot of the Dollar General store 

and approached it to 
question the driver,” 
Sampson County Sher-
iff’s Office Lt. Marcus 
Smith said. “During the 
conversation, the driver 
gave several conflicting 
stories to the officer, 
which raised the offi-
cer’s suspicion.”

According to Lt. 
Smith, further investigation led 

to a search of the vehicle. 
That’s when the deputy dis-
covered a sawed-off 20 
gauge, Mossburg bolt-action 
shotgun. Further investiga-
tion determined Mr. Brad-
ley was a convicted felon.

He was booked into the 
Sampson County Detention 
Center on a $30,000 secured 
bond and a court appear-

ance was set for April 17.
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Lucky Dog Bingo Is Friday In Lillington 
There is a $400 jackpot game plus $300 coverall game at Lucky Dog 

Bingo this Friday plus 11 other games with pots ranging from $50 to 
$150. Concessions are available and it is steak night at the VFW. Lucky 
Dog Bingo is located at the VFW, 409 S. Main St., Lillington. Proceeds 
benefit the Harnett Animal Welfare Coalition.  Doors open at 6  p.m. 
and games start at 7 p.m.

Lewis To Host Angier Town Hall Event
State Rep. David Lewis will gather constituent input during a series 

of town hall meetings. The next one will take place tonight at the An-
gier Public Library, located at 28 N. Raleigh St. from 6:30 until ap-
proximately 8 p.m.

Harnett Board Of Education Meeting Is Monday
The Harnett County Board of Education will hold its regular April 

meeting Monday. The meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. at the Lillington 
Education Complex on 11th Street in Lillington. The public is invited to 
attend the meeting.

GALOT Hosting PDRA Event This Weekend
Racing fans are reminded the Pro Drag Racers Association’s East 

Coast Nationals are slated for today through Saturday, with a rain date 
of Sunday should it be needed.

Today will be a full day of testing and tuning. Friday’s slate will 
feature a full day of qualifying. 

DAILY DIGESTS

ber and was what she called 
“drunk as a skunk.” He left 
around 8 the next morning.

Mr. Langdon later admitted to 
being intoxicated and not remem-
bering vandalizing the headstone 
until the day after the act took 
place.

After a telephone interview by 
Benson Police detectives and an 
ensuing face-to-face interview on 
Monday, Mr. Langdon admitted to 
the vandalism, but offered no 
other explanation than he was 
drunk, according to police.

According to Mr. Langdon’s 
statement in the report, he drove 

into the cemetery around 7:30 or 
8 Thursday night. He then pushed 
the headstone over and drove off.

He also admitted returning to 
the cemetery around 1 p.m. Fri-
day in an attempt to fix the dam-
age, but was scared and left.

Family members reported the 
damage around 5:15 p.m. Friday.

When he was taken into custo-
dy on Tuesday, Mr. Langdon 
showed police a receipt for re-
pairs to the tombstone amounting 
to $266 in hopes the felony charg-
es would not be brought against 
him.

He was booked into the John-
ston County Detention Center un-
der a $10,000 secured bond.

insured in another person’s name.
The accident stalled all train 

traffic in the region for four hours 
and a tow truck was able to re-
move the totaled Jeep from under 
the front of the train south of Ar-
rowhead Road. There were two 
operators on the undamaged loco-
motive, but no injuries were re-
ported.

The Arrowhead Road intersec-
tion was cleaned up and reopened 
to traffic around 5 a.m.

There were no criminal charg-
es.

CSX spokesperson Rob Doolit-
tle reminded drivers if their vehi-
cle breaks down, call 911. 

“They (911 operators) know 
how to reach the railroad,” Mr. 
Doolittle said. 

Or, he added, if you have a prob-
lem or see a problem on the tracks, 
call the 1-800 number at the cross-
ing and provide the unique ID 
number. 

“That number is answered 
24/7,” he said.

missioners Chairman Jim Burgin 
and his wife, Ann, received the 
first-place prize for their combi-
nation plate that included beef 
roast, with a handmade rub, mari-
nated slaw and a savory recipe for 
barbecued brussell sprouts. 

“We had a lot of fun with it,” Mr. 
Burgin said. “We learned a lot.”

He said he would like to see 
other people take part in classes.

“Every person in Harnett 
County should take a class at Cen-
tral Carolina Community Col-
lege,” Mr. Burgin said. “They 
have so many different things you 
can learn.” 

In addition to cooking classes, 
Mr. Burgin has also taken a small 
engine repair class at the school.

The Burgins were among 10 
students who took part in the BBQ 
Essentials class. 

Mr. Atkinson said there is a 
maximum of 12 students each 
time the class is offered. This has 
been the second offering in Har-
nett County and the first at the 
CCCC/Dunn Center.

Students have spent more than 
two hours each Tuesday since 
February taking part in the class. 
It lasts six weeks each time it is 
offered.

Mr. Atkinson said every 
aspect of the barbecue craft 
was covered in the course 
that included the fundamen-
tals of meat cuts, classic 
knife-cutting skills, dry heat 
cooking and of course the 
preperation of barbecue. He 
said students got unique in-
struction on specialty skills 
such as making bread from 
scratch and developing 
homemade mayonaise. Sub-
jects such as food safety and 
basic clean-up skills were 
also taught as part of the 
class.

“We tried to cover all the 
essentials if we could,” Mr. 
Atkinson said. “All the stu-
dents did a good job.”

Another familiar face was for-
mer Dunn restaurant owner Doug 
Heath. He was also taking part to 
further hone his skills.

“I thought it would be good, and 
it was,” Mr. Heath said.

Mr. Heath and his family are 
the former owner of Heath’s 
Steakhouse and Captain’s Kitchen 
in Dunn.

Student Dennis Christman 
joined the class for another rea-
son. He has recently moved to the 
area from northern Washington.

“I thought taking the class 

would be a good way to meet peo-
ple and I really enjoyed it,” Mr. 
Christman said.

Steve Delaney also said enter-
tainment was his main reason for 
taking the class.

“The closest thing I have done 
to working in the culinary indus-
try is when I worked at McDon-
ald’s,” Mr. Delaney said. “I just 
enjoy cooking.”

Tanisha Rouse was one of the 
judges in the event. She, and her 
co-judges, had difficult decisions 
to make.

“I think the favorite thing I had 

was macaroni and cheese 
made with pimento cheese,” 
Ms. Rouse said. 

She said it was the beef 
recipe of Team Burgin that 
pushed the team over the top.

“All the teams did so good, 
but Team Burgin was defi-
nitely one of the best,” she 
said.

Other judges were Brad 
and Annette Schlitz, who 
graduated from the school’s 
first BBQ Academy and own 
Grills, Accessories and More 
in Sanford; Kathryn Horrell, a 
graduating senior in the CCCC 
Hospitality and Culinary Arts 
Program; Tanisha Rouse, 
STARS coordinator for John-
ston-Lee-Harnett Community 

Action; and Daily Record reporter 
Tom Woerner.

The school will offer the next 
BBQ Essentials course this fall. A 
date has not been set. There will 
be a Culinary Essentials class be-
ginning May 16 to June 1. In the 
Culinary Essential Class, students 
will learn basic knife skills, cook-
ing techniques, cheese making 
and menu planning focused on lo-
cal ingredients. Anyone who 
wants more information on class 
schedules, can go to www.cccc.
edu.

Continued From Page One

BBQ Essentials

The sheriff said his only envi-
ronmental officer is being “pulled 
in every end, from one end of the 
county to the other.

“He wrote 34 citations two 
months ago,” said Sheriff Coats.

“We need more environmental 
officers if we can get them be-
cause you see what we’re dealing 
with out there,” Sheriff Coats 
said.

Commissioners questioned the 
reasoning behind illegal dumping 
and littering.

“The only way to stop it is 
you’re going to have to change the 
whole culture,” said Commission-
er Joe Miller. “You’ve go to get the 
kids telling Mommy and Daddy, 
‘Don’t throw it out the window.’”

“We’re the fifth fastest-grow-
ing county in the state, the 92nd in 
the United States. We went from 
80,000 to 122,000. If we don’t ad-
dress it now, proportionally, it’s 
going to get worse,” Commission-
er Howard Penny said.

Harnett County Solid Waste 
held a grand opening for the John-
sonville Convenience Site on Fri-
day.

The newly-constructed facility 

is located at 721 Ponderosa Road, 
Cameron, and provides a conve-
nient location for residents to dis-
pose of household trash, recycla-
ble materials, electronics, tires, 
used oil, antifreeze and cooking 
oil.

The Johnsonville site replaced 
the convenience center on Brooks 
Mangum Road.

Harnett County Solid Waste 
currently operates three conve-
nience centers across the county 
in addition to the county’s two 
landfills, which are intended to 
curb litter and illegal dumping.

In other business:
Members of the Harnett Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office want to alter 
explosive detonation, firearms 
discharge and noise ordinances.

The department worked with 
the current ordinances and made 
some changes, which will go in 
front of the planning board and 
then to public hearing at the Har-
nett County Board of Commis-
sioners meeting Monday, April 17.

The changes decriminalize the 
ordinances so now violations 
would be punishable by citation 
and a fine.

The maximum fine for all three 

violations is proposed to be $500.
Also proposed is an appeal pro-

cess and an appeal board. 
The appeal board would consist 

of a sheriff’s office appointee, a 
member of the development ser-
vices department, the manager’s 
office, a commissioner and a citi-
zen at large.

General Services was called on 
to rework the ordinances by the 
sheriff’s office at the request of 
Harnett County citizens.

“The purpose behind these 
amendments was to clarify, to 
make it easier for the enforce-
ment officers,  the deputies that 
go out, it makes the ordinance 
easier to interpret and the en-
forcement section easier to ap-
ply,” Assistant Manager of Plan-
ning Services Randy Baker said. 

“The meat of the amendments are 
gauged toward decriminalizing 
the ordinance, clarifying the en-
forcement methods of each ordi-
nance and set a specific pathway 
for appeals and payment of these 
ordinances.”

In other business, Harnett 
County Sheriff’s Office is request-
ing approval of two new lieuten-
ant positions. No new funds will 
be requested for the 2016-20176 
budget. The request was placed 
on Monday’s consent agenda.

The request is to clear up a 
technicality within the system to 
allow current officers to be pro-
moted to lieutenant. “It’s just a 
technical issue that we have with 
the personnel ordinance,” Harnett 
County Manager Joseph Jeffries 
said.

Continued From Page One

Tombstone

Continued From Page One

Train

involve the community during the 
process.

Tonight’s meeting will shift fo-
cus of the discussion to property, 
land use and design issues. Last 
month town officials heard con-
cerns, comments and ideas about 
the town’s future infrastructure 
growth and development.

The format of the meeting will 
mirror that of last month’s ses-
sion. Residents were divided into 
groups for centralized discus-
sions then reunited for final anal-
ysis, input and a question- and-
answer session.

This month residents and town 
officials will be divided into two 
groups to discuss land use con-
cepts and the future needs for 
Benson.

The town hall meetings will 
lead up to the announcement of 

the town’s overall economic de-
velopment plan which will be re-
leased in late June.

“As we progress forward,” Mr. 
Zapp said, “we desire to maintain 
the small-town charm and conve-
nience that exists today.”

The meeting is scheduled to 
take place at the Benson Confer-
ence Center, 303 E. Church St. 
starting at 7 p.m.

In addition to hosting the town 
hall, the board will also conduct a 
short, limited regular session pri-
or to the land use discussion.

Continued From Page One

Benson
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A plate of fall-off-the-bone tangy and juicy 
ribs prepared by a BBQ Essentials gradu-
ate. The continuing ed program through 

CCCC will return this fall. Dates will be an-
nounced. Courtesy Photo/WRAL

This demolished 1998 Jeep Cherokee became stuck on the train 
tracks before 1 a.m. Wednesday. A train hit it north of the Dunn 
crossing at Arrowhead Road and carried it more than a mile. 

Luckily its occupants were able to exit before the train thrashed 
the SUV to pieces.

clean water initiatives.
Meal packaging volunteers 

produce millions of nutritious 
meals annually that are distribut-
ed to partners in countries 
around the world. Those partners 
are the best able to address the 
causes and effects of hunger 
based on their local presence and 
expertise. Through thorough 
monitoring, the meals distributed 
by those partners are also used 
to change lives by promoting ed-
ucation, improving students’ 
health and nutrition, stimulating 
growth and fighting child labor.  

Dr. Barbara Bethea, coordina-
tor of the Stop Hunger Now 

event, said “I am so proud to be 
involved with a humanitarian ini-
tiative that touches so many 
lives.” 

To Volunteer
Those who would like to par-

ticipate in the Stop Hunger Now 
meal packaging event may pre-
register online at http://events.
stophungernow.org/DunnNC. Vol-
unteers may register for unload-
ing and set-up (7:45-9 a.m.), pack-
aging (9-11 a.m.) and/or clean-up 
(11-11:45 a.m.).

For more information, contact 
Divine Street United Methodist 
Church at (910) 892-2339 or visit 
their website at www.divines-
treet.org.

Continued From Page One

Stop Hunger Now

MEGABALL

30-33-35-37-46
Megaball 10 
Megaplier 5

PICK 3
(Day) 7-6-9
(Night) 4-4-2

CASH 5
14-19-27-32-34

PICK 4
(Day) 5-8-0-5

(Night) 0-1-8-2

TUESDAY

Continued From Page One

Sheriff

Bradley

Suspicious Vehicle Leads To Gun Arrest

• Preliminary to the North 
Carolina’s Outstanding

Little Miss Pageant.

The Harnett County Outstand-
ing Little Miss Pageant will be 
held Saturday. This second annu-
al event will be held at Dunn 
Middle School, 1301 Meadowlark 
Road, Dunn. The pageant will be-
gin at 1 p.m., with the doors 

opening at 12:30.
Contestants will participate in 

fitness, beauty wear and on-
stage question categories. Op-
tional competition categories in-
clude photogenic, talent, commu-
nity service and people’s choice. 

Admission fee for the produc-
tion is $10 each and tickets may 
be purchased at the door.

The Harnett County Outstand-
ing Little Miss Pageant is an offi-
cial preliminary to the North 

Carolina’s Outstanding Little 
Miss Pageant.

“It is not a ‘Toddler and Tiara’ 
pageant, it is a much more natu-
ral pageant,” said Stacy Camp-
bell, co-director. “Each will 
showcase their inner beauty and 
learn how to serve and give time 
in their community.”

Prior to the pageant, the pub-
lic is invited to join in for a free 
vendor event in the commons 
area, including multiple vendors 

like clothing, make up, jewelry, 
hair bows and more. The ven-
dors will be open to the public 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This pageant is co-directed by 
Kristin Seabolt and Stacy Camp-
bell. 

For more information or if 
you would be interested in learn-
ing more about the Harnett 
County OLM pageant, email Har-
nettCountyOLM@gmail.com or 
call (919) 757-8982.

Harnett County Outstanding Little Miss Pageant Set Saturday
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CEMETERY LOTS MISCELLANEOUS

AUTO/MAKE/MODEL

Find these ads and many others in

My Classifieds on pages 10 - 11 in 

today’s edition of The Daily Record

 N E W  TO DAY N E W  TO DAY N E W  TO DAY
 These ads appear in 

 The Daily Record  classifieds for 
 the first time today.

 Excludes employment and legal notices.


